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Gabby is one special
little kitty. She is
spayed, has a beauti-
ful coat of black and

white, is a year old, and
sweet. Oh, did we mention
she’s missing a leg? It doesn’t
slow her down one bit. Be
sure to stop in to meet her.
She is living in Kitty City
with a lot of her friends, who
are also waiting for their new
homes. If you have room in
your heart and home for her
or any of the other pets,
please go to the website and
see the pictures and descrip-
tions of them. There are 40
cats or kittens and 27 dogs or
puppies here. Surely there’s
one just right for you. Check
them out at
www.cchs-petshelter.
org/id8.html

Do you know we get all the
adoptable cats from Marsh-
field after their stray hold is
up? Did you also know that
we get all the stray dogs from
five Wood County town-
ships? CCHS is a very busy
place and if you have found a
pet, or are missing your pet,
check here first.

Please stop at our Paws &
Claws Adoption Center in the
Marshfield Mall. We have
lots of cats and kittens just
waiting for people to adopt
and many of them are free.
Paws & Claws is right next to
Furniture & ApplianceMart
and is open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
every Saturday. Come on in
to visit, spend some time
with the kitties, and browse
our large selection of special,
pet merchandise or even get
your pet microchipped.

The state-licensed Clark County
Humane Shelter is 7 1⁄2 miles
southeast of Neillsville on Highway
73, PO Box 127, Neillsville WI 54456.
Call 715-743-4550 or log on to
www.cchs-petshelter.org. The shelter
is open from noon to 3 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday, Friday and
Saturday.
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Charter Cable subscribers can access
Marshfield Community Television
on Channel 989. Many programs
are available online at www.
MarshfieldTV.com. Early morning
shows air back-to-back from mid-
night until regular programming
begins. Marshfield Government
Television 991 and Marshfield Edu-
cation Channel 990 are also avail-
able.

Thursday 

9 a.m. Winter Programs at Chest-
nut Ave Center for the Arts
9:30 a.m. New Visions Gallery: The
Artist Muse
10 a.m. Chat with the Chief: MFRD
Robert Haight III Dec. 29
11 a.m. Lights, Camera, Polka!
11:30 a.m. Ribbon Cutting at Blod-
gett Haus
Noon Winter Programs at Chestnut
Ave Center for the Arts
1 p.m. Council Preview of Jan. 27
Meeting
2 p.m. Chat with the Chief: MFRD
Robert Haight III Dec. 29
3 p.m. Ribbon Cutting at Blodgett
Haus
4:30 p.m. New Visions Gallery: The
Artist Muse
5:30 p.m. Winter Programs at
Chestnut Ave Center for the Arts
6 p.m. Council Preview of Jan. 27
Meeting
7 p.m. Lights, Camera, Polka!
8 p.m. Ribbon Cutting at Blodgett
Haus
9 p.m. New Visions Gallery: The
Artist Muse
9:30 p.m. Chat with the Chief:
MFRD Robert Haight III Dec. 29
10:30 p.m. Winter Programs at
Chestnut Ave Center for the Arts
The program schedule is subject to
change without notice. Direct any
questions to MCTV at 715-207-0379.
Visit www.MarshfieldTV.com for the
most up-to-date scheduling in-
formation and for video archives of
many of these programs.
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Author’s note: I spent a few hours last
week at The Christine Center while
having my Toyota fixed at Don’s General
Repair in Willard. I was given a tour by
Sister Cecilia Corcoran. I wish I had
visited The Christine Center a long time
ago. 

Deep in the woods, far away from the
fast-paced, loud rumble of life, there is a
quiet spiritual place in Clark County. It is
The Christine Center.

Although it isn’t commonly talked
about, this remote spiritual retreat is a
gem hidden from view. If you don’t know
the back roads to Willard, The Christine
Center might be difficult to find. Once
you find the way toward Willard, a long
narrow, snow-packed road leads visitors
into The Christine Center. 

I didn’t know exactly what I’d find
when I arrived at The Christine Center.
But I didn’t expect to find silence ema-
nating from everything. It was quiet
when I entered the main complex. I
wondered if it was always like this, espe-
cially in winter, or maybe it was like this
all year. Not only was the solitude obvi-
ous, a warm welcome feeling resonated
through the main facility. 

It was a place I wish I’d visited many
years ago.

Shortly after I arrived, I met Sister
Cecilia Corcoran. She’s been with the
Christine Center many years, and teach-
es some of the classes. 

Afterward a tour of the main building
with the silo, we walked outside where I
appreciated the natural winter scene.
Sister Corcoran showed me a rustic
white hermitage nestled in a valley. It
was called Earth. When we entered the
quaint quarters, Sister Corcoran told me
a writer had been there. I could imagine
writing there, being inspired by nature. 

We continued our quiet walk to anoth-
er hermitage. Words weren’t necessary
to understand the beauty of solitude
there. Eventually we came upon a larger
dwelling also referred to as another
hermitage. It was named Raphael, (for
an angel). There was a homey atmos-
phere within this beautiful lodging. I
imagined a family staying there. It
would be the perfect getaway. 

Each hermitage was secluded, and
far enough away from the others for
privacy. In this season, the lodgings are
surrounded by snow. With this natural
beauty, white birch trees made an awe-
some, picturesque scene near the her-
mitages.

According to Sister Corcoran, in 2010
a chapel and library were added onto the
complex. Within the chapel stained glass
windows, each in the form of a cross, add
artistic beauty to the chapel.

The Christine Center is celebrating
35 years this year. This spiritual retreat
had humble beginnings by Sister Vir-
ginia Mary Barta, OSF of the Wheaton
Franciscan Sisters, Wheaton, Ill. Found-
ed in 1980, the Christine Center “was
created as a place for people of all spiri-
tual paths to come for meditation and
deep transformative spiritual work.”
Originally, a 251acre farm was bought
with a barn and house. The barn became
a meditation hall, program area and
library. The silo became the chapel.
Later hermitages were built for “spiritu-
al seekers who came to live, work and

meditate.”
The Christine Center has changed

and grown over 35 years. In 1987 the

Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Ad-
oration arrived at the center beginning
with Sister Johanna Seubert, and later
Sister Margaret Wagner, FSPA, and
Sister Cecilia Corcoran, FSPA.

The Mission at the Christine Center:
“At the Christine Center stillness calls us
to personal deepening and spiritual
growth for the sake of the world’s trans-
formation. The Center welcomes per-
sons of all spiritual paths and offers
contemplative support for their inner
work in a natural woodland sanctuary.”

Today, it continues to be a spiritual,
quiet retreat where people can meditate,
learn yoga, or engage in activities of
their interest. 

My tour ended with a restful time
spent contemplating the awesome beau-
ty of The Christine Center. I appreciated
the solitude and the artistry of this awe-
some place. And while I was there, I was
inspired to write poetry. 

For more information about retreats,
accommodations, and classes at the
Christine Center, contact christinecen-
ter@tds.net,715-267-7507, 866-333-7507.

June Thompson is a correspondent for Neillsville.

BRIAN THOMPSON/FOR NEWS-HERALD MEDIA

Each hermitage has a name; this one is Wisdom.

The Christine
Center, a quiet

spiritual retreat
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This sculpture at The Christine Center is titled “Unity.”
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The silo is part of the main complex at The
Christine Center in Willard.
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