
Hosting Robert Sardello at the Christine Center was an experience I shall 

long savor.  As a student of Thomas Berry, as a long-time meditator and 

Franciscan scholar, as a process theologian and as a life-long artist I have 

ardently tried for decades to experience directly what I wholeheartedly 

believed to be true.   

 

During the days that over 30 of us were gathered in the vibratory 

embrace of the Meditation Hall here at the Christine Center I not only 

understood freshly, but also experienced directly, self and world as one.  

I sensed, present and immediate, in a way only incarnate creatures can, 

God’s extravagant love of creation –  for all of it / all of us, without the 

least exception.  That’s the short version.   

 

To say more, I would have to tell you in discomfiting detail, how in the 

first two days of unhurried, simple inquiry I encountered my worried, 

anxious self. I would need to speak of apprehension, hesitation, 

annoyance, constriction and wary efforts to control outcome.   

 

Then I would tell you of the next two days: the exhilaration of bidding for 

freedom from habitual belief and behavior.   What followed was humble 

and simple.  It was at first a sense of quieting, of holding still, of opening, 

of expanding and then, of profoundly experiencing the aliveness and 

fullness of simultaneous unity and diversity.   

 

Accordingly,  I would need to tell you that the Trinity is true, that St. 

Francis had it absolutely right when he gave away all he had, and that we 

come from deep Love, and to that Love we shall return – all the while 

invited to live Love, too.   That telling would take a very long time, and I 

would not be able to ever find the right words to describe it, really.  

 

Perhaps it is easiest to say it this way: the retreat with Robert and all of 

us gathered actually affirmed the best of my spiritual understanding.  

Moreover, the validation of my beliefs was substantively different than 

any other that I have felt before. Here was confirmation not mediated by 

beautiful thoughts or compelling feelings.  Rather, the retreat 

experiences showed me the potency of direct, unitive sensing.  I was 

fully and flourishingly alive. 

 

I am still humming innerly from vibrancy of this retreat.  

For the first time in over 40 years of contemplative 

practice I sensed experientially the integrity of body 

and spirit, of creaturehood and soulfulness, of heaven 

and earth.  I had direct access to a fresh seamless place 

beyond the familiar constriction of my ordinary life’s 

arrangements.  I discovered that the portal into 

spaciousness is as immediate as my faithful heart, and 

as constant as the great silence behind all sound.   

 

Given the circumstances now unfolding in so many 

arenas that dash hope and shock soul, I want to 

practice living from that expansive place as much as I 

can, so as to sustain my life and the life of small little 

portion earth I live on. I want to practice as often as I 

can, and with as many as I can, for the flourishing of 

the world without exception, for my soul’s sake and 

the sake of the world’s soul.   

 

It was Robert Sardello’s first time here at the Christine 

Center.  He writes: The visit there was incredible in all 

respects… the group was extremely receptive, and the 

soul field there is so strong…  And the people the 

Center, the hermitages, the meals, well, truly 

everything there is completely astounding! Such a rare, 

rare, rare occurrence in this culture.  

 

I am delighted to share with you that Robert Sardello is 

returning to the Christine Center for another four days 

of contemplation, inquiry and deepening from 

Thursday evening, April 20 to Monday mid-day, April 

24, 2017.   

 

I invite all who can to join me.   The details are on the 

website.  Bring a friend; share a room; camp if you 

wish (it will be Spring)!  I am dreaming of a meditation 

hall filled with soul-companions, practicing together — 

awake, alive and healing the world. 
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