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A New Evolutionary Phase
Dear Friend,
The Christine Center just completed its 36th year of offering individuals and
groups of all spiritual paths contemplative support for personal deepening and
spiritual growth. In our time of increasing pressure and conflicts, the Christine
Center, like a great, natural cathedral, is a place where persons can experience
peace, solace and inner nourishment. As the world continues to change and
grow, so does the need for this important inner work. The Sisters, staff and
volunteers have continued to meet the increased demands of caring for the
needs of our many guests. You, our friend, have also risen to the occasion time
and again. We are so very grateful for your continued support of the Christine
Center and its vision of Spiritual Deepening for Global Transformation.
Since its humble beginning in 1980, the Christine Center has experienced
many stages of change and growth. We have now entered a new evolutionary
phase and the Christine Center Board of Directors is actively working to ensure
the Center’s sustainability and ongoing development.
Because of a steady increase in the number of guests and the conclusion of
the Sisters' administrative responsibilities, the Christine Center's Board
commissioned an in-depth sustainability study. The results of this study
provided vital information to create a plan to transition to lay leadership,
and to enhance guest services and revenue.

The need for the Christine Center and its mission is evident in our rapidly
changing world. The Board of Directors is enthusiastically and fully
committed to meet these changes. Your friendship, collaboration and
generosity are also the seeds which cultivate the Christine Center’s spiritual
community and it is only because of friends like you that we continue along
this path. Thank you for your commitment to the Christine Center!
Blessings to You,

THE CHRISTINE CENTER
W8303 Mann Rd, Willard, WI 54493
715.267.7507 | christinecenter.org
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Programs to Inspire,
Transform and Heal

The Changing Roles of the Sisters
The continued presence of the Sisters at the Christine
Center began in 1987 with the arrival of Sister Johanna
Seubert, FSPA. Eventually there were five Sisters that formed
the Core Leadership Team for the Christine Center: Sisters
Johanna Seubert, FSPA, Cecelia Corcoran, FSPA, Henrita
Frost, SSND, Gabriele Uhlein, OSF and Marge Zulaski, OSF.
Their contributions to the Christine Center over the last 30
years have been immeasurable and include a wide range of
administrative responsibilities in addition to their presence,
hospitality, spiritual guidance and retreat programs.

At the Christine Center, our vision and
mission fuel a wide range of group
programs. For over ten years, our
signature Spiritual Deepening for Global
Transformation certificate program
continues to inspire, transform and heal.
In February 2018, our sixth three year
cohort will begin.
The Christine
Center offers
Last year alone, 491
space
for those
individuals chose
private retreats and
looking for a
1,584 participated in
private retreat
group retreats for a
and guidance
total of 2,075 guests.
on their spiritual
path.
Additionally, we have also become known as
a unique space for a variety of hosted
retreats in the Upper Midwest.

S. Cecy Corocoran, FSPA

Standing, L to R:
Ss. Johanna Seubert, FSPA and
Gabe Uhlein, OSF
Seated, L to R: Ss. Henrita Frost,
SSND and Marge Zulaski, OSF

For many years, the
Christine Center Board
recognized that the Sisters
will want to conclude their
administrative duties. In
October 2016, Sister
Cecelia (Cecy) relocated
to Minnesota. Sisters
Johanna and Henrita
concluded their
administrative tenure in
June 2017 and live at the
Center providing a
ministry of presence and
offering retreats and
spiritual guidance. Sisters
Marge and Gabriele will
provide interim leadership
for the Christine Center
until new lay leadership is
in place. Given the shifting
demographics of vowed
religious Sisters, the time
is right to transition the
administrative leadership
to lay persons. After new
leadership is in place this
year, Sisters Gabriele
(Gabe) and Marge will shift
from their administrative
duties to continue offering
spirituality programs that
communicate the
mission and vision of
the Christine Center.

Our Wonderful Staff
Creates a Welcoming Environment
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The Christine Center Board has been
acting thoughtfully and strategically to
build the professional staffing required
for the growth of the Christine Center.
In FY 2016-17, we hired a part-time
Financial Manager and Fund
Development Coordinator.
Additionally, we recently hired an IT
Coordinator, and Program and
Volunteer Coordinator with a generous
grant from the Wheaton Franciscan
Sisters. This grant will also pay for the
salary of a new Executive Director who
will fill the lay leadership role of the
Christine Center.
At the
Christine
The Kitchen Staff served
Center,
18,444 meals last year to
our guests.
we are
blessed
with a talented and dedicated group
of long-term staff members that not
only care for the needs of our guests,
but also for the continued upkeep of
our buildings and grounds. The
Christine Center currently employs 20
full and part-time staff.

Housekeeping Staff, L to R:
Diane Wagner, Manager, Pat Stremikis

Annie Lea, Program and
Volunteer Coordinator

Our Dedicated Volunteers:
Committed to the
Christine Center’s Vision
We have many able and willing
volunteers committed to the mission
and vision of the Christine Center.
They have donated thousands of
hours of time and talent. This
significantly provides relief to staff
workloads and reduced the financial
pressure of our monthly payroll. Our
volunteers enrich the life of the
Christine Center and we couldn’t do
it all without them!
Last year, 100 Volunteers
donated a total of 3,600 hours
of time and talent.

The Christine Center Volunteers
provided valuable service in these
areas: bookstore, bench building,
kitchen, housekeeping, trails, general
office, gardens, maintenance,
archiving, making prayer beads,
special events set-up, marketing, IT
and administrative support.

Kitchen Staff, L to R: Cheryl Plechacek,
Brenda Gilbert, Lana Ormond

Maintenance Staff, L to R: Tony Wagner, Todd Shirley,
John Plechacek, Wally Ormond, and J.R. Pohl, Supervisor.

Christian Lea, IT Coordinator

Financial Report
Statement of Financial Activities
July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017

Gratitude for Your Generosity
The Christine Center
thrives because of your
steadfast support and
belief in our vision of
Spiritual Deepening for
Global Transformation.
Your love for the Christine Center is reflected in your
generous gifts and we are so grateful to all of our
donors. With your help this past year, we were able
to provide for the spiritual needs of our guests,
purchase a car for the Center’s use, and preserve the
legacy of our Foundress, Sr. Virginia Mary Barta, OSF,
by repurchasing the barn that was our original
meditation hall. We are also deeply moved by the
Wheaton Franciscan Sisters' donation of a Toyota
Prius for use by our staff.
367 Donors donated
$202,397 last year,
19% of our annual
operating expenses.

“The staff has
been incredibly
kind. Everyone
has gone out of
their way to be
of service. I
could not ask for
a more loving
environment.”
~ David B.
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Revenue
Guest Programs ......................$ 579,796
Contributed Services ..............
205,514
Grants & Donations ................
202,397
Bookstore ................................
61,836
Miscellaneous..........................
19,049
Total Revenue..........................$ 1,068,592
Expenses
Guest Programs ......................$ 113,845
Food Services ..........................
202,139
Bookstore ................................
40,996
Contributed Services ..............
201,464
Administrative & Office ..........
149,901
Marketing ................................
26,830
Housekeeping ........................
28,031
Maintenance............................
106,804
Donor Development ..............
21,637
Utilities ....................................
43,488
Interest Expense ....................
3,379
Other Expense ........................
110,091
Total Expenses ........................$ 1,048,605
Change in Net Assets

$

19,987

Statement of Financial Position
June 30, 2017
Current Assets ........................$ 309,430
Fixed Assets ............................ 1,527,669
Total Assets
$ 1,837,099
Current Liabilities ....................$
40,920
Long Term Liabilities ..............
84,359
Total Liabilities ........................$ 125,279
Net Assets ..............................$ 1,711,820
Total Liabilities & Net Assets ..$ 1,837,099

