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The Journey to Our Future Continues
Dear Friend,

In last year’s annual report, I wrote about the start of a new evolutionary
phase at the Christine Center. That phase, in which we transitioned from the
leadership team of the vowed Sisters to a team of lay persons is now
complete. In November, the board of directors hired Russell King as the
Executive Director and, in March, Russell hired Annie Lea as the Director of
Spiritual Deepening Services.
The board, too, began transforming itself to meet the needs of a new era,
moving away from being a board involved in operations and personnel to a
board focused on governance, policy, and the proverbial “big picture.” In
short, the board is now free to do the higher-level planning about “what we
will do”—the mission, the vision, the strategic plan—and delegate to the
staff the “how we will do it” implementation of board directives and of daily
operations and personnel.
With grateful hearts, the board said farewell to Amy Donaldson and Jean
Feraca. Henry Eisenhauer was elected to emeritus status.
In June, the board adopted a new mission statement that conveys what
we’re about: “Offering contemplative support to persons of all spiritual
paths in a natural woodland sanctuary.” This mission statement both
connects to our roots and guides us toward our future.
Perhaps more importantly, the mission gives voice to the qualities that set
the Christine Center apart as a sacred space: the closeness to the Earth; the
open, affirming, spirit that embraces you; and the commitment to
empowering and celebrating the spiritual path that best resonates with you.
Here, we not only accept spiritual evolution, we encourage it. Here,
spirituality is found in contemplation, flow, growth, and change.
Blessings to You,

THE CHRISTINE CENTER
W8303 Mann Rd, Willard, WI 54493
715-267-7507 | christinecenter.org

Board Chair

Celebrating Ss. Gabe and Marge
The Christine Center Board of Directors held a
surprise luncheon at its June meeting to honor the
years of administrative leadership provided by Ss
Marge and Gabe as they moved into new roles at
the center. At the lunch, board and staff members
offered their thoughts, memories, best wishes,
gratitude and love for both.
Gabe’s connection to the Christine Center began
even before there was a Christine Center, as she
helped Sister Virginia Mary, our founder, pack for
the trip from Wheaton to Willard in 1980. Gabe
and Marge officially joined the staff at, and moved
to, the center in 2010, although during the
intervening years Gabe attended retreats and
volunteered at the center, from shoveling out the
barn to serving on the board of directors.

In memoriam” Roberta Hodges,
January 26, 1937 – July 27, 2017
The Christine Center celebrated the life of
Roberta Hodges, a long-time presenter, dear
friend, and neighbor. Offering blessings and
memories we celebrated Roberta in song and
story, concluding with a procession to her nearby
home to say final goodbyes. A memorial Catholic
Mass of the Resurrection was held in the Christine
Center chapel.

Whither the Barn?
The board, staff and other interested members of
the Christine Center’s extended family began
imagining and talking about the many possibilities
for the space now occupied by the barn that was
the original Christine Center facility. The process
will continue through 2018-19 and culminate in
2020, our 40th anniversary.

Our New Director of Spiritual
Deepening Services

Our New Executive Director
The Christine Center introduced Russell King as
our new Executive Director. He brings more than
20 years of nonprofit leadership experience, and
his management style and core values make him
an ideal leader for the Christine Center in these
times of opportunity and transformation. He
holds a BS in journalism and an MBA, and is a
graduate of the 6-year Institute for Organization
Management. Russell is also a writer and poet,
author of two chapbooks, Love Songs and
Harvest Work, and two collections of essays, A
Hint of Frost: Essays on the Earth and
Confessions of an American Dad. He had been a
columnist for both the Huffington Post and the
Madison Capital Times, but now blogs
reflections—in essays and poetry—on his
Christine Center journey at Sacred Cause.
a92224.wordpress.com

Annie Lea became the Christine Center’s Director of
Spiritual Deepening Services in March. Annie has a
background in traditional and alternative health care
as an RN and holistic health business owner for more
than 20 years. She began facilitating and promoting
community events and programs in the area of
wellness, spiritual awareness, meditation, centering
prayer, and sound therapy in 2013. She is a graduate
of the Christine Center’s “Spiritual Deepening for
Global Transformation” 3-year certificate program
and is a spiritual director trained through the
Hesychia School of Spiritual Direction. Annie has
been a volunteer at the center for many years and
recently served on staff as the Program Director. In
addition to her work as the Director of Spiritual
Deepening Services, Annie is a provider of spiritual
guidance sessions and as a member of the executive
team with Russell King.

Programming Moves Forward
During the latter
half of the past fiscal
year, the Christine
Center’s retreat
programming
surged forward.
Nearly every
weekend is booked
with retreats, most
often with more
than one, and we’re
now scheduling well into 2019 and 2020. The
flavor of the offerings changed, too, as Annie Lea
has focused on providing a deeply ecumenical
menu of spiritual retreats, staying true to the
original vision of our founder Sister Virginia Mary
Barta. We are also seeing an increase in the
number of groups coming to hold mid-week
retreats at the center. Finally, the equipment
necessary to broadcast online meetings, retreats,
medications, prayers, and other events was
purchased through a grant from the Wheaton
Franciscan community, and the staff is now in the
planning stages for those programs.

Volunteers
We offer profound gratitude to all of our
Christine Center volunteers who help in
the office, garden, groom trails, raise
funds, facilitate retreats, and serve on
committees and the board. Our volunteers
are an integral part of our Christine Center
community, and the opening your hearts
and sharing of your time and talents is a
blessing beyond measure. During FY 201718, at least 36 volunteers gave us more
than a total of 1,790 hours of their lives.
Thank you!
Currently, we are seeking members for our
Finance Committee, Donor Development
(fundraising) Committee, and Strategic
Planning Committee. Serving on a
committee is a great way for those who
love the Christine Center to get to know
the center better, explore the possibility of
future board membership, and contribute
to the overall health of the center. The
committees most often meet via computer
conference, so travel is kept to a minimum.
The primary qualifications to serve on a
committee are that you know the center,
support the center’s mission, and can work
well with peers and staff in our collegial
atmosphere. If you (or someone you know)
can also bring to the table abilities in
fundraising, financial oversite, or
accounting, these skills are currently in
particular need.
The Board Development Committee
evaluates potential committee members
and makes recommendations to the board
chair, who makes the committee
appointments. If this opportunity to help
the Christine Center move into its future
strikes a positive note in you, please reach
out to Russell King at
r.king@christinecenter.org. Thank you!

Physical Changes
at the Christine Center
The Christine Center purchased 10 acres of
adjacent land, just down the road from Basil,
Portiuncula, and Mary’s Villa. The purchase was
made possible by a generous grant from the
Wheaton Franciscan community. The property,
known as Wedges Creek, includes buildings that
offer sleeping spaces, a greenhouse, and three
smaller “cabins” that can easily be moved and
used for meditation, writing, wildlife observation,
etc. The woods have been well kept and will create
great opportunities for additional trails for our
guests. A stream runs through the property, and
this adds to the ambiance.
The hermitages are named St. Francis, after the saint
who resonates so powerfully here, and Rumi, after
the deeply spiritual 13th Century poet.
The popular Basil hermitage was adapted to make it
more accessible and attractive to Christine Center
guests. It now offers three private sleeping spaces
with a shared kitchen, bathroom and shower, along
with a cozy living area with a wood-burning stove.
Under the direction of Sister Marge and with a grant
from the Wheaton Franciscan community, the
Christine Center enhanced its kitchen capabilities
with a new walk-in cooler for food storage.

Hosting the World Day
of Prayer Event
The Christine Center hosted a March 7 local prayer
service for the World Day of Prayer. The service was
focused on the oneness of all of creation, including
all of us. The event featured the nation of Suriname,
where 90% of the population lives on the coast and
the effects of global climate change have real-life
sooner-rather-than-later implications. Being a
woodland sanctuary dedicated to spiritual
deepening for all, the Christine Center seemed the
ideal setting for such a service.

Housing Survey
Electronically surveying the readers of the Christine
Center’s e-newsletter about their housing
preferences when visiting the center, we received
461 responses. Through that survey, our guests told
us that:
• Housing options are a strong determining factor
in attendance
• They have a strong preference for private
sleeping spaces
• They have a strong preference for classic
(aka modern) hermitages (sink and toilet, at least)
• They are willing to share bathrooms

Love is here!
As a Christine Center guest, you have the
opportunity to fill out a survey letting us know
about your stay here. Your responses help us
know what we’re doing well and what we can
do better, but your comments are often the
most enlightening. One recent comment
stuck with me: “Love is here!”
Those three words, so beautiful and
profound, convey the essence of the
Christine Center. At the heart of all we do—
from spiritual deepening retreats, to yoga
retreats, meditating, praying, cooking,
cleaning, gardening, repairing, building, and
so much more—is love. Our daily activities,
as humble or routine as they may seem, are
expressions of love. The atmosphere of
serenity and harmony you find here grows
from roots of love.
This is a harbor of love. If we are open to it,
that love engages and transforms us, and we
return home as beacons of love for the
people in our lives. It is the greatest gift the
Christine Center offers.
Away from the center, love seems forgotten.
The hardness and coldness can feel
overwhelming. Our toxic culture seems to
prize putting ourselves before others, even
seeing others as incompatible with
ourselves, values tough over tender, getting
over giving, dominance over friendship,
being heard over hearing, and conflict over
cooperation. Resentment, anger, and rage
dominate our national discourse. I look
around and I think, “Thank God for places
like the Christine Center.”
The problem, perhaps, is not that more
people hate than love. The problem, perhaps,
is that people who hate tend to display and
employ it more than the rest of us display and

employ love. And, if that’s the problem,
maybe the answer is for us to unleash our love
as a great tsunami, as an unavoidable,
unstoppable, indefatigable wave of positive
passion and compassionate conviction. Might
this be what we seek in spiritual deepening?
In my faith tradition, the gospels tell me how
vital love is to my spirituality: God is love; if
we do not love, we do not know God; love is
both the first and second most important
divine commands; love is fulfillment of divine
law; of faith, hope, and love, love is the
greatest; if I can do all things, but do not love,
I am nothing; if I live in love, I live in God and
God in me; when I love, I am acting as God
does; and love is what God offers us, desires
from us, requires of us, and inspires in us.
My prayer, as the executive director, is that I will
help nurture that love, that experience, that
deepening. May we–you, the Christine Center,
and I–as we go about the mundane tasks of our
lives, make every moment sacred by loving
abundantly. May we ensure that, whatever our
faith tradition or philosophical framework, it’s
always true to say, “Love is here!”
Russell King, Executive Director

What the Christine Center offers
The Christine Center
is a spirituality and
wellness retreat
center where—
regardless of what
you believe—you
are welcome. It can
be a balm for the
broken, a haven for
the weary, a beacon
for the searching,
and a peaceful,
loving, joyful place
where the fruits of
the spirit can grow
rich and bountiful. This 135-acre woodland
sanctuary is dedicated to making the world a more
compassionate place.
We create and
nurture an
By the numbers
intentionally
welcoming and safe
1,862 Christine Center
guests spent 6,093
environment where
days finding peace,
all feel valued and
renewal and inspiration
cared for, and
here during FY 2017-18
where all are given
and enjoyed 19,472
an opportunity to
delicious meals.
form meaningful
connections with
one another. We
foster a climate of purposeful inclusion of all. We
cherish the diversity of gender, age, race, ethnicity,
national origin, range of abilities, sexual or
affectational orientation, gender identity and
expression, financial means, education, and political
perspective.
Group retreats. Our ever-evolving program calendar
echoes the welcoming spirit of the center and offers
a rich diversity of opportunities for exploration.
Personal retreats. This is a glorious place in any
season; the quiet is palpable and invites deep
listening. Balance solitude with time spent in a
friendly community.
Spiritual Deepening for Global Transformation is our
signature 3-year program held over 12 weekends: a

thoughtful blend of
study,
contemplation,
dialogue and
community,
guidance and
support for exploring
life skills.
Spiritual guidance
and mentoring. As
you awaken to the
spiritual, a guide or
coach can help with
conversation about
life, light and faith,
and how they manifest in our daily lives.
Adding to your experience: delicious vegetarian and
vegan meals; meditation and chanting; sound
healing; intuitive painting and mandala-making;
massage therapy, when available, with a licensed
provider; sauna; and a closer connection to the Earth
through our woods and prairies, trails and gardens,
abundant wildlife and glorious stars.

Reaching Far Beyond Our Borders
Sister Henrita’s inspirational posts on her Circle
of Compassion blog gained international
exposure by being published on the Charter for
Compassion website. You can read her writing
here: Christinecenter.wordpress.com

W8303 Mann Rd, Willard, WI 54493
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Instagram: christinecenter | Twitter: @christinecentre

Small Ways of Supporting
The Christine Center
While you shop. Did you know you can support the Christine
Center while you shop? Simply go to AmazonSmile and
designate the Christine Center as the organization you’d like
to support. When you shop at AmazonSmile, a portion of your
purchase will be automatically donated to help support the
Center’s mission of spiritual deepening for global
transformation. For more information about the AmazonSmile
program, go to smile.amazon.com.
Sponsor a hermitage. A pledge of $500 per year for three
years. The funds are used for repairs, upgrades, and
replacing worn out furnishings.
Sponsor a bench. A donation of $500 marks a bench in your
name, or perhaps as a tribute in the name of someone you
wish to honor.
Participate in our drawing. The prizes of the annual drawing
are displayed at the Christine Center during the summer
months, and the lucky winners are announced at the HildeFest in September.
Angels’ Gifts. You can donate to a fund created to respond
to emergencies here at the Christine Center.
Recurring donations. You can designate an amount to
automatically transfer from your account to the Christine
Center every month.
In-kind donations. You will find a “wish list” on our website
that lists items in need at the Christine Center.
Planned giving. The Legacy Circle is composed of forwardthinking donors who have chosen to make their core values
known to future generations through one of many different
types of planned gifts.

Financial Report
Statement of Financial Activities
July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018
Revenue
Guest programs ..............................$629,861
Bookstore ........................................$68,659
Grants, unrestricted ........................$123,501
Grants, restricted ............................$227,727
Miscellaneous ..................................$9,113
Total revenue ....................................$1,058,861
Expenses
Guest programs ..............................$150,429
Food services ..................................$214,881
Bookstore ........................................$43,368
Grants, restricted ............................$4,115
Employee expense ..........................$3,170
Housekeeping ..................................$28,155
Maintenance ....................................$104,369
Vehicle ..............................................$6,505
Utilities ..............................................$57,289
Administration..................................$111,386
Donor development ........................$28,136
Office ................................................$134,497
Marketing ........................................$26,175
Mortgage/interest............................$3,020
Other ................................................$122,278
Total expenses..................................$1,037,773
Net income ....................................$21,087

